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ABSTRACT 

The rapid expansion of digital technologies has fundamentally transformed the social, cultural, and 

moral foundations of contemporary societies. These transformations have significantly influenced the 

formation of identity, value systems, and social relationships, particularly among younger generations. 

In this context, the concept of “Asım’s Generation” (Asım’ın Nesli), originally articulated by Mehmet 

Akif Ersoy, represents a powerful intellectual and moral ideal that combines scientific progress with 

ethical responsibility and cultural continuity. This study aims to reinterpret the idea of Asım’s 

Generation within the context of the digital age, examining how digital culture, globalization, and social 

media environments reshape youth identity and value systems. By employing a qualitative literature-

based analysis, the study explores the intersection between digital socialization, value transformation, 

and identity construction. The findings suggest that although digitalization introduces new cultural 

dynamics that challenge traditional value systems, the ethical and intellectual framework of Asım’s 

Generation remains relevant as a normative model for guiding youth development in the digital era. The 

article argues that the integration of digital literacy, ethical awareness, and cultural consciousness is 

essential for cultivating a new generation capable of navigating the complexities of contemporary 

digital societies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The twenty-first century has witnessed unprecedented technological development that has dramatically 

reshaped the social structure of human societies. Digital technologies such as the internet, social media 

platforms, artificial intelligence, and mobile communication networks have altered the ways individuals 

communicate, construct identities, access knowledge, and participate in social life. These 

transformations have produced what many scholars describe as a digital society, in which everyday 

social interactions increasingly occur through technologically mediated environments (Castells, 2010). 

Within this digital landscape, young people constitute one of the most affected social groups. The digital 

environment provides new opportunities for communication, creativity, and participation; however, it 

also introduces significant challenges related to identity construction, cultural continuity, and moral 
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development. The widespread use of social media, online networks, and digital platforms has created 

new forms of socialization that influence how young individuals perceive themselves and their place 

within society. 

As a result, contemporary youth experience a complex tension between global digital culture and local 

cultural traditions. While digital technologies facilitate global connectivity and access to information, 

they simultaneously expose young people to diverse cultural influences that may challenge established 

value systems. This transformation raises fundamental questions regarding the preservation of cultural 

identity, ethical responsibility, and social cohesion in the digital age. 

Within the intellectual tradition of Turkish and Islamic thought, one of the most influential models of 

youth development is the concept of Asım’s Generation (Asım’ın Nesli) introduced by Mehmet Akif 

Ersoy. Asım’s Generation represents an idealized youth model characterized by moral integrity, 

intellectual curiosity, scientific competence, and strong national consciousness. Mehmet Akif 

envisioned a generation capable of embracing modern science and technology while maintaining its 

ethical and cultural foundations (Ersoy, 2008). 

However, the social conditions that shaped Mehmet Akif’s vision have undergone profound changes in 

the contemporary world. The rise of digital culture, algorithmic communication, and virtual 

communities has transformed the mechanisms through which identities are formed and values are 

transmitted. Consequently, the concept of Asım’s Generation requires reinterpretation within the 

framework of the digital age. This article seeks to explore the relevance of Asım’s Generation as a 

normative model for youth in the digital era, addressing the following research questions: How does 

digital culture influence youth identity formation? In what ways does digital socialization affect the 

value systems of young individuals? Can the ethical and intellectual principles of Asım’s Generation 

be adapted to the conditions of digital modernity? 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The transformation of identity and values in the digital age has been widely discussed within sociology, 

philosophy, and media studies. Scholars such as Manuel Castells, Zygmunt Bauman, and Anthony 

Giddens have emphasized that globalization and technological development have fundamentally altered 

the structure of social relationships and individual identity. 

According to Castells (2010), the emergence of the network society represents a new form of social 

organization in which information flows, communication networks, and digital platforms play a central 

role in shaping social interactions. Within this networked environment, identity becomes increasingly 

fluid and dynamic. Individuals construct multiple identities across different digital platforms, creating 

complex and sometimes fragmented forms of self-representation. 

Similarly, Bauman (2000) describes contemporary society as a condition of liquid modernity, 

characterized by rapid change, uncertainty, and the erosion of stable social structures. In such a context, 

traditional sources of identity such as religion, family, and national culture may weaken, leaving 

individuals to navigate identity formation in increasingly individualized and uncertain environments. 

The impact of digital technologies on social relationships has also been explored by Turkle (2015), who 

argues that digital communication often replaces face-to-face interaction, leading to a paradoxical 

situation in which individuals are constantly connected yet increasingly isolated. According to Turkle, 

digital platforms may reduce the depth of interpersonal relationships while increasing the importance 

of online visibility and social approval. 
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Studies of youth culture indicate that social media environments encourage the construction of curated 

identities, where individuals selectively present aspects of themselves to gain recognition, approval, or 

popularity (boyd, 2014). Within the context of Turkish intellectual history, the concept of Asım’s 

Generation has attracted scholarly attention as a model of ethical and intellectual youth development. 

Mehmet Akif’s vision reflects an attempt to reconcile modernization with moral integrity and cultural 

continuity, emphasizing that scientific advancement should not lead to moral decline but rather should 

be accompanied by a strong ethical foundation (Düzdağ, 2008). Despite the growing body of literature 

on digital culture and youth identity, relatively few studies have examined the relevance of classical 

intellectual models such as Asım’s Generation in the context of digital modernity. 

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: VALUES AND IDENTITY IN THE DIGITAL 

AGE 

Understanding the transformation of youth identity in the digital era requires a theoretical framework 

that integrates sociological theories of identity with philosophical discussions of values. Identity can be 

broadly defined as the way individuals understand themselves and their relationship to society. 

According to Giddens (1991), identity in modern societies is increasingly reflexive, meaning that 

individuals actively construct their identities through ongoing processes of self-reflection and social 

interaction. 

In digital environments, identity construction occurs within technologically mediated contexts where 

communication is shaped by algorithms, visual representation, and platform-specific norms. Social 

media platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and Twitter create environments where identity becomes 

performative, emphasizing visibility, engagement, and social recognition. 

Values represent normative principles that guide human behavior and provide meaning to social actions. 

In traditional societies, values are transmitted through family structures, religious institutions, and 

cultural traditions. However, digital communication networks have created alternative spaces of value 

formation. Online communities, influencers, and digital content creators increasingly shape the moral 

and cultural frameworks through which young people interpret the world (Couldry & Hepp, 2017). 

This transformation can produce both opportunities and challenges. On the one hand, digital platforms 

enable access to diverse perspectives and knowledge resources. On the other hand, they may contribute 

to the fragmentation of value systems and the spread of misinformation or superficial cultural trends. 

Within this complex environment, the ethical framework proposed by Mehmet Akif in the concept of 

Asım’s Generation offers a potentially valuable perspective, emphasizing the integration of scientific 

knowledge with moral responsibility as a model for navigating the ethical dilemmas of digital 

modernity. 

4. DIGITAL CULTURE AND YOUTH IDENTITY 

The emergence of digital technologies has significantly transformed the processes through which 

individuals construct their identities. Identity formation, which was historically shaped through family 

structures, local communities, cultural traditions, and educational institutions, is increasingly influenced 

by digital communication networks and online environments. In the digital age, identity is no longer a 

static or singular construct; rather, it becomes fluid, dynamic, and continuously reconstructed through 

interactions within digital platforms. 

Digital culture refers to the set of practices, values, communication styles, and symbolic meanings that 

emerge from the widespread use of digital technologies. Social media platforms such as Instagram, 

TikTok, Twitter, and YouTube have become central arenas for identity construction, particularly among 
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younger generations. These platforms allow individuals to curate their self-presentations by selectively 

sharing images, opinions, experiences, and personal narratives. Consequently, identity in digital 

environments often becomes performative and mediated by technological infrastructures. 

One of the defining features of digital identity is multiplicity. Individuals frequently maintain multiple 

online identities across different platforms, each shaped by the norms and expectations of the specific 

digital community. Another significant characteristic is the role of algorithmic visibility. Social media 

platforms operate through algorithms that prioritize certain types of content based on engagement 

metrics, encouraging individuals to adapt their self-presentation strategies to maximize visibility and 

social recognition (Fuchs, 2017). 

The pursuit of visibility and social validation can influence how young individuals perceive themselves 

and their social worth. Psychological studies indicate that constant exposure to curated representations 

of others’ lives may lead to social comparison, anxiety, and feelings of inadequacy. Moreover, digital 

culture reshapes the relationship between individual identity and collective identity. While digital 

environments promote individualized identity expressions that emphasize personal branding, they 

simultaneously enable the formation of new forms of collective identity through online communities 

built around shared interests or cultural affiliations (Van Dijk, 2020). 

In this context, the concept of Asım’s Generation gains renewed significance. Mehmet Akif’s ideal 

youth model emphasizes a balanced integration of intellectual development, moral responsibility, and 

cultural consciousness. The ethical and cultural foundations proposed by Akif may provide a stabilizing 

framework for navigating the complexities of digital identity formation. 

5. DIGITAL SOCIALIZATION AND VALUE TRANSFORMATION 

Socialization is the process through which individuals internalize the norms, values, and behavioral 

expectations of their society. Traditionally, socialization occurred primarily through institutions such 

as the family, school, religious organizations, and local communities. However, the rise of digital 

technologies has transformed the mechanisms of socialization, with digital platforms increasingly 

functioning as alternative agents of socialization that influence how individuals acquire knowledge, 

develop opinions, and construct their value systems (Hjarvard, 2013). 

Digital socialization differs from traditional forms in several important ways. First, it is characterized 

by speed and immediacy—information circulates rapidly across digital networks, enabling individuals 

to access global perspectives within seconds, though this rapid exchange may reduce opportunities for 

critical reflection. Second, digital socialization is often decentralized; unlike traditional institutions that 

operate through hierarchical authority structures, digital platforms allow users to create and disseminate 

content without centralized control. Third, digital socialization frequently occurs through 

algorithmically curated environments, where social media algorithms personalize content in ways that 

may create informational echo chambers (Sunstein, 2017). 

These dynamics can significantly influence the transformation of value systems among young 

individuals. In digital environments, values are often shaped through exposure to viral content, 

influencer culture, and online trends. This phenomenon reflects a broader cultural shift toward 

visibility-based value systems, where popularity, follower counts, and online engagement metrics 

become indicators of social prestige. Such dynamics may encourage superficial forms of recognition 

that prioritize appearance over intellectual depth and ethical reflection. 

Nevertheless, digital socialization also provides opportunities for positive value development. Online 

platforms facilitate access to educational resources, intellectual communities, and social movements 
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advocating for justice, equality, and environmental sustainability. Digital activism has enabled young 

individuals to mobilize collective action around issues such as climate change, human rights, and social 

equality (Castells, 2012). The concept of Asım’s Generation offers a valuable framework for addressing 

these challenges, suggesting that young individuals should cultivate not only technological competence 

but also ethical awareness and critical thinking. 

6. ETHICAL CHALLENGES OF THE DIGITAL AGE 

The rapid expansion of digital communication technologies has introduced a wide range of ethical 

challenges that affect individuals, institutions, and societies. One of the most pressing ethical issues is 

the spread of misinformation and disinformation. Social media platforms enable the rapid dissemination 

of information without traditional editorial oversight, allowing false or misleading information to spread 

widely, distort democratic processes, and undermine social trust (Morozov, 2011). 

Another significant ethical challenge concerns privacy and data protection. Digital platforms collect 

vast amounts of personal data from users, raising serious concerns regarding individual privacy and 

autonomy. Young individuals are particularly vulnerable to these dynamics, as they frequently share 

personal information online without fully understanding the long-term implications. The digital age has 

also intensified issues related to online harassment and cyberbullying—the anonymity and distance 

provided by digital communication can reduce social accountability, enabling harmful behavior with 

severe psychological effects on victims. 

Another ethical concern involves the manipulative design of digital platforms. Many online services are 

designed to maximize user engagement through mechanisms such as notifications, infinite scrolling, 

and algorithmically optimized content feeds, which can encourage excessive screen time and digital 

dependency, particularly among younger users (Turkle, 2011). These challenges highlight the need for 

a comprehensive framework of digital ethics—a set of moral principles that guide responsible behavior 

in digital environments, addressing issues related to truthfulness, respect for privacy, responsible 

communication, and the ethical use of technological power (Floridi, 2014). 

Within this context, the ethical vision articulated by Mehmet Akif in the concept of Asım’s Generation 

becomes highly relevant. Akif emphasized that true progress requires not only scientific and 

technological advancement but also strong moral character. Applying this principle to the digital age 

suggests that technological competence must be accompanied by ethical consciousness—young 

individuals should develop the capacity to critically evaluate digital information, respect the dignity of 

others in online interactions, and recognize the broader social consequences of their digital behavior. In 

this sense, the ideal of Asım’s Generation can be interpreted as a model of digitally responsible 

citizenship. 

7. REINTERPRETING ASIM’S GENERATION IN DIGITAL MODERNITY 

The concept of Asım’s Generation, formulated by Mehmet Akif Ersoy in the early twentieth century, 

was originally designed as an intellectual and moral response to the crisis of modernization in the late 

Ottoman period. Mehmet Akif sought to articulate a vision of youth capable of reconciling scientific 

progress with moral integrity and cultural continuity (Düzdağ, 2008). In the contemporary digital age, 

humanity is experiencing another profound transformation, driven primarily by digital technologies, 

global communication networks, and algorithmic systems that influence everyday life. 

At the core of Asım’s Generation lies the idea that scientific knowledge and moral responsibility must 

develop simultaneously. This dual emphasis on knowledge and ethics remains highly relevant in the 

digital age, where technological advancements generate complex ethical dilemmas related to privacy, 
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surveillance, misinformation, and social inequality. The reinterpretation of Asım’s Generation in this 

context can be conceptualized through five key dimensions. 

First, the modern Asım must possess digital literacy—not only the technical ability to use digital devices 

but also the capacity to critically evaluate online information, understand the functioning of digital 

platforms, and navigate digital environments responsibly. Second, the contemporary Asım must 

demonstrate ethical awareness in digital environments, recognizing that digital actions have real-world 

implications for individuals and communities. Third, a renewed emphasis on cultural consciousness is 

necessary—maintaining cultural consciousness does not imply rejecting global influences, but engaging 

with global culture while preserving a meaningful connection to historical and cultural heritage. 

Fourth, the modern Asım must cultivate critical thinking to evaluate information sources, identify 

biases, and develop informed perspectives in a digital information ecosystem characterized by 

overwhelming volumes of data and narrative (Floridi, 2013). Fifth, the reinterpretation emphasizes 

social responsibility, as digital technologies provide powerful tools for civic engagement that require 

an understanding of ethical and societal implications. Taken together, these dimensions suggest that the 

ideal of Asım’s Generation can be understood as a dynamic intellectual tradition that evolves in 

response to changing social conditions. 

8. EDUCATION, DIGITAL LITERACY, AND VALUE FORMATION 

Education plays a central role in shaping the intellectual and moral development of young individuals. 

In the context of digital transformation, educational institutions face the challenge of preparing students 

not only for technological innovation but also for ethical and cultural complexities. The traditional 

educational model focused primarily on the transmission of knowledge within structured classroom 

environments; however, the rapid expansion of digital technologies has transformed the nature of 

knowledge production and dissemination (Dewey, 1916). 

One of the most important educational priorities in the digital age is the development of digital literacy 

skills. Digital literacy extends beyond basic technical competencies to include the ability to evaluate 

the credibility of online sources, recognize misinformation, understand digital privacy issues, and 

engage responsibly in online communication. Educational institutions must therefore integrate digital 

literacy into their curricula across multiple disciplines, with courses on media literacy, digital ethics, 

and information evaluation. 

In addition to digital literacy, education must also emphasize value formation. Values such as honesty, 

respect, responsibility, and empathy remain fundamental for the functioning of healthy societies. In 

many cases, digital platforms expose young individuals to conflicting value systems and cultural 

narratives; without appropriate guidance, this exposure may lead to confusion regarding ethical 

principles. The integration of value-based education with digital literacy can contribute to the formation 

of responsible digital citizens—an approach that aligns closely with the intellectual tradition represented 

by Asım’s Generation (Ess, 2013). 

Furthermore, educational institutions must encourage active learning and civic engagement. Digital 

technologies provide opportunities for students to participate in collaborative projects, community 

initiatives, and global discussions, strengthening students’ sense of responsibility and empowering them 

to contribute positively to society. Ultimately, education in the digital age should aim to cultivate 

individuals who are not only technologically competent but also ethically conscious and socially 

engaged—a vision that reflects the enduring relevance of the principles embodied in the concept of 

Asım’s Generation. 
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9. DISCUSSION 

The transformation of identity and values in the digital age represents one of the most significant social 

challenges of contemporary societies. For younger generations, these transformations create both 

opportunities and uncertainties. On one hand, digital technologies provide unprecedented access to 

knowledge, global communication networks, and creative expression. On the other hand, they introduce 

risks related to misinformation, identity fragmentation, and ethical ambiguity. 

The analysis presented in this study suggests that the concept of Asım’s Generation offers a valuable 

intellectual framework for addressing these challenges. One of the central insights emerging from this 

discussion is that technological progress alone cannot guarantee social well-being. Without a strong 

ethical foundation, technological innovations may exacerbate existing inequalities, facilitate 

manipulation, or undermine democratic processes. 

Another important insight concerns the role of cultural identity in digital societies. While globalization 

and digital communication encourage cross-cultural exchange, individuals still require stable cultural 

frameworks that provide meaning and belonging. The preservation of cultural identity does not 

necessarily conflict with global engagement; rather, it can enrich intercultural dialogue and mutual 

understanding (Couldry, 2012). Moreover, the ethical challenges of the digital age highlight the 

importance of cultivating responsible digital citizens who possess not only technical skills but also the 

moral awareness necessary to use digital technologies responsibly. In this sense, the reinterpretation of 

Asım’s Generation articulates a model of youth development that combines technological competence, 

ethical awareness, cultural consciousness, and social responsibility. 

10. CONCLUSION 

The digital age has introduced profound transformations in the structure of social relationships, identity 

formation, and value systems. For younger generations, these transformations present both 

opportunities and challenges. Digital platforms enable unprecedented access to information, creative 

expression, and global communication networks. However, they also generate complex ethical 

dilemmas, including misinformation, privacy concerns, digital dependency, and the fragmentation of 

identity. 

Within this context, the intellectual legacy of Mehmet Akif Ersoy and his concept of Asım’s Generation 

remains remarkably relevant. Although the historical circumstances that shaped Akif’s vision differ 

from those of contemporary digital societies, the fundamental principles underlying his ideal youth 

model retain their significance. Asım’s Generation represents a synthesis of scientific curiosity, moral 

integrity, cultural consciousness, and social responsibility—values that reflect universal qualities 

essential for the development of healthy and resilient societies. 

Reinterpreting the concept of Asım’s Generation in the digital age requires adapting these principles to 

new technological and cultural realities. The contemporary Asım must be capable of navigating 

complex digital environments, critically evaluating information, and participating responsibly in online 

communities, while maintaining a strong ethical foundation that guides actions in both digital and 

physical spaces. Education plays a critical role in cultivating these qualities, and educational institutions 

must integrate digital literacy, ethical reflection, and value-based learning into their curricula. 

Ultimately, the reinterpretation of Asım’s Generation provides a framework for understanding how 

traditional intellectual ideals can be adapted to contemporary challenges. Rather than viewing digital 

transformation as a threat to cultural and moral values, societies can approach it as an opportunity to 

renew and strengthen the ethical foundations of youth development. In this sense, the concept of Asım’s 
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Generation continues to serve as a guiding vision for cultivating a generation capable of harmonizing 

technological progress with human dignity, cultural continuity, and social responsibility in the digital 

age. 
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